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South
Office Of The Governar

WHEREAS, It is a well-known historical fact that the Larsen-Runestad family
has resided in the State of South Dakota for many years; and,

WHEREAS, Warm family bonds are important in our lives; and,

WHEREAS, |t is a fribute to the strength of those bonds in your family that
you are gathering together for this celebration; and,

WHEREAS, The Larsen—Runestad family reunion is worthy of public recognition
in the State of South Dakota, and it is fitting and proper that the Governor
make note of this special occasion:

NOW, THEREFORE, |, WILLIAM J. JANKLOW, Governor of the State of South
Dakota, do hereby prociaim July 4, 1982, as

LARSEN-RUNESTAD FAMILY REUNION DAY

in South Dakota.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
seT my hand and caused to be affixed
the Great Seal of the State of South
Dakota, in Pierre, fthe Capital City,
this Seventeenth Day of May, in the
Year of Qur Lord, Nineteen Hundred
and Eighty-Two

WILLIAM J. Jp Y

Ndh_ :

ATTEST:

ERT,"

ALICE KUND

B e N

e B e






1.~ North of Stavanger'— the Runestad family
¢nage from Fogn and Finndy,

South of Stavanger at Rogaland is where
Charlotte's family came:from (Dahle's)

2, Dergen- North of Bergen is where the
Larsen family came from Voss, and Husnes,
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Page 5

place: Gaute Tolga
in: Talfal Ry

11394, niddexn

WRawborg Knutsdt
: {ment; o:ma An)

Marta UEf4dt

*

ts. mmkmm (where Lived) Audun Elvindson in
ca: 1495 means Stavanger
laround that Lime)







Page &
= he was a Lagamdann
_ place: Patergpiland
: he was a Logamann
3 (worked with timber )

place: Patergdtland
died: 1294

A0N smzhﬁosna in
1310

means (timber work)
Place: Vestergdiland
mentioned in 1332







lagnus Benglspnny

bengl MagnuAsonn

died: 1220

Maanws Minnesk {gLd

Page 7

Folke Digre

ne was |(Jarnk) means royality
of @atergdtliand

Lived around 1100 marrnied to
the Danish Kings daughten

g el
daughter of Knud and Hellige
Benat Folfheson and Adefe of Flanders,
She came from family
Gange-Rolf (known in historny)

| :\N ) g@ m \.,u\.hhka&u.h.\..)\.k

er parents was prince §
princess (prince was
Bigan Jeanside of Denmarhk)
{princess Katarina Ingesdt of
Sweden) Bjigrn Jernside was
grandson of Denmaxl's King
Exik Edegode & Bothifd
(Ladsfarisnes) means in that
generation, Their son came grom Harold
Hargaghes daughtern Ingebong thein
son was marndied Lo Halvden Jark
and was grandmother of PLvind Skaldaspillar






: May 13, 1838
May 22, 1852
6 years ofd

Lars Niefsen

remandied: August é, 1855

Return to page 1



LARS LARSEN LANGAATEN HISTORY

Lars Larson Langaaten was born November 3, and baptized November 8, 1849 in the
Kvinnherad parish (parish register of Kvinnherad 4 7, page 82b). He was the fifth
child born to Lars Larsen a farmer and Anna Larsdatter,

Lars Larsen Langaaten was a widorer and 51 years old when he married Apmna Larsdatr,
who was 26 years old on May 13, 1830 they were married. Lars Larsen's father was
Lars Amundsen and Larsg Nielsen.

Lars and Anna had the following children:

1. Lars Larsen, born December 19, baptized December 27, 1839, He married Ilen
Sophie Larsen (born September 5, 1838) from Augvaldsnes, and
went to Fjaler to take over the Landgrocery Strémsnes.

2. Hans Larsen, born March 9, baptized May 16, 1842,

3. Gisloga Larsdtr born May 5, baptized May 16, 1944, She married Ole Pettersen

) born 1834, They lived in Holmedals in Skanevik,

4, CQuro Larsdtr, born June 17, baptized August 25, 1846,

5. Llars Larsen, born November 3, baptized December 2, 1849, He married Anna
Gurina Runestad Selvog who was born Decembet 4, 1860, She first

. married John Selvaag first (1851-18G6).
6+ Knud Larsen, born January 30, baptized February g8, 1852.

Lars Largen Langaaten died May 22, 1852 at the age of 66 years old. His widow
Anna Larsdtr married again on August 6, 1855, to Fartein Nielson Rgdsten who was
28 years old,

We loose Lars Larsen from when he mas baptized until he homesteaded in America,
Lars Larsen first arrived in Livingston County, Illinois and worked there by the
month before coming to the Dakota Territory and homesteading on N2 NW4 and Si4
NW4 and NW4& SW4 of Section 34 Township 105 Range 62. Filed under homestead entry
No., 17585 at Mitchell, Dakota Territory on the 30th day of January in the vaar
1802,

On October 26, 1836 in Davison County before the Honorable Bartlett Tripp Prosiding
Judge, Lars Larson became a citizen of the United States.

Lars also had a timber claim in Section 15 Township 107 Range 68,

In February of 1882, Lars Largen with the help of Lars Gigmervig built a house.
The house measured 14 x 16 x 8. It was sodded on the outaide and boarded and
papered inside., It also had a shingled roor f and was perfectly comfortable at
all seasons of the year, The house was valued at $100, Other items on the place
were stable & x 12 valued at $100. A well at $10. Seventy acres of land was
broken up at $4 an acre valued at $2860. Lars had planted about 200 trees and
these improvements were made by Lars himself.

Lars moved in the house when they had finished building it before March 15, 1832,
The first two years, Lars spent most of his time on his farm working, He also
worked for his neighbors staying about half of the nights in his own home and
about half where he worked., He also carried on the work on his own farm when

he worked out,

Larg worked one month in Sanborn, Iowa and 3 months in the fall of 1834, he'went
as & hand with a threshing machine in the neighborhood. Lars came home every =
week or two then, S A







The three brothers (Lars, Knute, and Hens) cwn togetheﬁ a binder 2 years, a
breaking plow, a stirring plow and harrow ope year, Lars also had a wagon,

Lars owned 2 mules, 3 cows, and 3 calves.
The house articles were stove, bed, table, and dishes, chairs and other nccessary
things.

The crops Lars raised the first 5 years was as follows:
First year - 5 acres sod corn
Second year - 5 acres wheat 10 acres sod flax
Third year - 25 acres flax and corn
Fourth year - 40 acres wheat, oats, flax and corn
Fifth year - 70 acres wheat, oats, flax and corn

This information was given by Lars Larsen on his homestead bapers recorded on
April 4, 1887. At this time Lars was 36 years old and single.

Lars Larsen had two witnesses when he homesteaded who were Lars Gismervig age 43
on April 4, 1887, Lars Gismervig resided at NW4 Section 3 Township 104 Ranpe 62,

Lars Larsen and Lars Gismervig had known each other for seven yeara, They lived
100 rods from each other.

Lars Gismervig and Lars Larsen exchanged work with each other. Lars Gismervig
helped him thresh his grain.

Knut Nelson was another witness when Lars homesteaded who was 36 years on April 4,
1007 and resided NE4 Section 27 Township 105 Range 62 was also a witness, Knut
lived one mile from Lars.

Knut helped Lars thresh, and broke ten acres for him and had been on the land
as often as once a month,

Lars Larson also helped build the railroad west of Mount Vernon, South Dakota,







ANNA GURINA RUNESTAD SELVOG

Lars Larsen and Malene Andersdaughter married in Finndy Parish on July 13, 1085,
Lars was born in Hjelmeland parish, His father's name was Lars Larsen Lillebd.
Lars was 28 when he married in 1855, Lars was born in 1827 and died in 1079,

Malene was 24% years when she married and her father's name was Anders Cmundsen
Selvaag, Selvaag and Runestad are neighborning farms, Malena 1830 to 1914,

Children born to Lars and Malene Are:
1; Andersg: died when he was a baby

2. Kristine was born January 12, 1857. She married Karl Johan Dahle s
< iF2e pom Dahle, Norway. Johan was born September 9, 1854 and died
September 7, 1946, Kristine died on December 1, 1945,

3. Anna Gurina was born December 1, 1860 and died March 24, 1941. Anna marridd
John Selvaag who was born in 1851 and died February 10, 10086 after
living in America only a few months (9 or 11 months), Annz Gurina
later married Lars Larson who wasz born November 3, 1849 in Norway
and died July 10, 1926,

4, Martha was born near Stavanger, Norway on December 2, 1862 and passed away
at her home near Mt, Vernon on September 3, 1935 at the aze of T2
years 9 months and 1 day after several years of illness (ruptured went
in). She with her sister, Elizabeth Derg came to America in wiay 188
and was united in marriage to Ole G, Larson on July 22, 1890. Ole
G. Larson died in 1914,

5« Dertha Johanna twin to Martha born December 2, 1862 and died in 1917 from 15,

6; ‘Elisabet was born in June 3, 1864 and married Albert Berg born December 8, 1064
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Albert and Elisabet were married November 1, 1889,
Albert died January 21, 1929 and Elisabet died June 4, 1936.

7; Malena was born 1867,

S; Andreas Larssen Runestad was born in July 2, 1870 and died on July 20, 1904; He
married Aagine Helmine Johnsd (Opsal) on August 13, 1829. Alagine
was born October 3, 1872 and died May 7, 1941,

9. Pauline Larsd (Lena) was born in 1873 and died in 1958 in Norway, Aunt Lena
lived in America until after Aunt Martha died then she went back to
Norway.
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Lans Lanson and Anna Guiina Runestad family: Lars, Mary, MiLo, Levd,
Clarence sitiing on mother Anna's Lap.

Only plcture with Leonard on it as a family. Anna, Mary, Leonard,
Levi, Mifo, Clarence, and Larns.







Lavine Mardie (Mary) the daughter of Amna Gurina Runestad and Lars Larson was

born Ln ELLLoEE Township on her parents homestead. She attended schook

in the Lownship and Later went to school in Brookings., Mary mauriied Obde ‘
Bernson on March 1, 1915 (which was her birthday) and passed away on April 11, 1982.

Obie and Mary had Zwo sons: Lyfe Anton Benson boan March 10, 1916 and Bruce LeRoy

Benson born on June 4, 1918.
Mary and Obie Lived £in ELLLOEE Township and retined in MEt, Veanon, South

Dakota, Obie was born January 17, 1889. )
Obie worked on the farm and also worked at the Woonsocket ASCS office for

Sanborn County.

This pictre reads Legt fo right: Bruce, Obdle, Lyfe, Mary, Calvin, Frances.







John Levd Larson was born in ELLLott Townshdip Sanborn County, South
Dakota on his Father's homestead on Oetobex 11, 1895, He atfended Chiistoper
School and was confirmed at East Trindty Lutheran Church.

Chanlotte Dahle was born March 2, 1903 at Nedre Phanevad, Klepp,
Norway . She attend school at Qure Phasnevad and was confirmed in Klepp
Church on September 30, 1917. She worked at home and several other places
until she came to Amerdica on Maxch 2, 1930.

Levi worked on several farms before he was drafted into the service
4n 1918 but the war was over before he was faken overseas. He served in
the 49th. Balloon Company. After returning from the army he was Farm
Manager of Zhe Beledit Onphanage for about Two years. For several years
he garmed in Highmore, South Dakota.

Levi manrdied Charfotte Dahle on July 31, 1933 in Park Rapids, Minnesota
with Fred and Minnde and Roselyn Nelson as witnesses. They farmed in several
places around the area before moving Zo Logan Township, Sanborn County,
South Dakota 4in 1938.

Two children wene born a son, Glenn on August 6, 1934 and a daughter
Janet on March 7, 1937,

Glenn and Janet attended Letcher, Grade School and Augustana
Academy High School at Canton, South Dakota.

Glenn Look his Adirforce Service training in Lakeland, Texas and he
worked at the airfonce bases in Chandeston, South Carolina, and Goosebay,
Canada. Afterwards he farmed with his §ather until Levi's death on May 17,
1971,

Janet attended Augustana and Madison Colleges and worked as a school
{eacher in Hoonah, Alaska for one year before getiing married to Denton

Thompson on October 4, 1959. Denton was born Februany 10, 1937.
wiitlen by Charoltte Larson, May 1982
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The youngest child of CLarence and Agnes Larson, Joyce Marde was boxn on
Aprid 26, 1943. Joyce attended Leet and Chuisiopher grade schoolfs and graduated
grom Letchen High Schook in 1961. Joyce attended Nettfefon Commerciaf Collfege
and was working in Sioux Falls when she mef Dafe Aurif and was married on
November 5, 1966 at Christ the King Chunch in Sioux Falls, South Dakoia.

Date Aunit was born on August 17, 1941.

Dale and Joyce have thriee chifdren Stacey born on June 7, 1967 and fwinb
Jason and Julie born March 11, 1973. Jason L5 5 minutes older than Julle.
Thein children go Lo schoof in Sioux Falls where Dale and Joyce £ive al
3701 South Lincofn Ave.

wiilten 4n May 1982







Peace on earth

Lavern Clarence Larson was boxn fo Clarence and Agnes Lanson on Octobex 25,
1927 at Mt. Vernon, South Dakota. He grew up on the farm, attended grade schook
at the Christopher School, and graduated from Letches High Schoof in 71944,
On November 12, 1949 he marnied Corrine A, Anderson, daughter of Leonard and
Edna Anderson of Lefcher, South Dakoza. They Lived on a farm by Leteher fon 5
years before they purchase q farm near Mitehell, Souwth Vakota whene they Atill seside.
Lavern and Corrine had §ounr children, Diane Lynn bonn Aprnil 5th,, 1950,
She attended Grant Grade School, graduated §rom Mitchell Senion High <in 1968, gradu-~
ated from Watertown Business Schoof in 1969, on June 26th, 1970 she married Richard
L. Kendall at Mitchelf, South Dakota. They resided in Mitohelff 604 two years before
moving to Denver, Colorado, Pater moved to Fairbanks, Alaska where they have resided
the past 5 years, Richard is the State of Alaska Hiway Eng. They have one son,
Chadwick L. Kendafl born December 7, 1970.
Vickie S. Larson born June §th., 1951, attended Grant Grade School, Mitchel?
Senton High graduating in 1949, She then attended South Dakotq State University
at Brookings, South Dakota graduated <in 1974. She now resides in Rapid City,
South Dakofa where she (s empfoyed by Technicare Corp. as a sales nepresentative.
Kenton L. Larson boxn Februany 172h., 1953 attended Grant Grade Schoot,
Mitchell Senion High, graduating in 1971, attended University of South Dakoia.
He married Laureen Dunn on July 29, 1978 at Papid City, South Dakota. They reside
al Spearfish where Kent i employed, They have one daughter Rhea born Aprif 22,
1981. )
Patricia K, Larson was born Januarny 29th., 1963 at Milchell, South Dakota.
She attended Mitcheff Pubfio Schoof and High Schoof graduating +n 1981, she is
now attending South Dakota State University az Brookings, South Dakota,

Waitien by Corrine in May, 1982
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Mary Lou Larson daughfer of Miko and Harnrdief Larson was boan February 14, 1943.
She atiended Schlund country school and graduated from ML, Veanon high <n 1941,
She was active in Sunday Schoof and Luther League . Aftended International
Luther League Convenlion in Miami, Flonida. Was a graduate of Dakota Wesfeyan
Unlversity Ln 1965. Mary has a home in St. Paul, Minnesota where she feaches
second ghade, She Ls a sdisten of Lois Bamberg and Donald Larson.






Lods Ann Larson, daughter of MiLo and Honndet Lanson, born January 20, 1935,
at Mitchell, South Dakofa. Grew up on a farm noath of M. Vernon. Attended ghade
schoof {Schlund Schoof] and graduated from ME. Vernon High School, Davison County.
She was Employed by General Moton Equipment Co., Mitchefl, S, D. untif hex merriage
Lo LeRoy Bamberg, Corsdica, South Dakota, on January 22, 1956. They have resiced on
a farm since her marrndiage. They have thiee children,

Steven, 24 years old, boan October 10, 1957, who gra-ua.ed §rom Consica High
School and Dakota Westeyan Univernsity, Mitchelf, South Dakota., and Teaches music
at Wagner School, Wagner, South Dakota where he fLives.

Chenyf, 20 years ofd, born October 31, 1961, who graduated §rom Corsica High
Schoof and Dakota Westyan University, Mitchelf, South Dakota., and 4is employed by
KXON-TV, Mitchelf, South Dakota.

Tami, 14 years old, born February 23, 196&, will be a §reshman at Corsica
High School 1his 4all.

Written by Lois in May, 1952
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Donakd Edward Larson son of Milo and Harrdiet Larson was boan March 10, 1937.
He attended Schlund country school and graduated §rom ME. Vernon high schook
An 1949. On August 16, 1958 he mawiied Syluia Jaton. She had graduated
grom ML, Vernon high school and was a registered nurse. She {5 a super-
vison in the Huron Hospital and they Live in Huron. Don works on construction.
They have three chifdren,

Mark was born August 24, 1959. He graduated grom Carthage high school.
He 4a manried Zo Gayle Curnder. They Live on a farm and he works 4n Huron
at Tel-E-Lect. They have one daughter Cashayne LeDawn boan March 23, 1941.

Robert was boan June 13, 1962, He graduated §rom Carthage high schoof
and atiended VoTech school in Watertoun and graduated this year (1982},
Bob is a diesel mechanic.

Kimberly Kay wos born June 27, 1964. Kim gratuated from Carthage
grade school and Huton high schoof 4in 1982. Kim will take nursing at VoTech
in Mitehell this fakl.
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Denton and Janet have four children, Carolyn Dlane Thompson, born
June 10, 1960. Carolyn went Lo Christopher and Leet School before oux
township built one achool for the fownship called ELLiott School were
she finished her ghade schoof years., Carolyn gradituated grom
Woonsocket high achool in 1978. 1In 1979 she graduated §rom Netilfeton
School of Bustness in Sioux Falls from Fashion Merchandising. She i
presently working for Selland's livestock and Trucking full Lime.

Peder Denton was born July §, 1961 and atiended one year of
school at Leel before moving info a new school for our Township ELL{oLt
School. Peter graduated from Woonsocket high school in May of 1979
apler which he went info farming with his father. He also mifhs cows
sorn a cousin two mifes §rom our farm.

Conndie attended ELLLoZt school until it closed the year she was
an eight grade student. She graduated from Woonsocket grade and high
Achool 4n 1980, She 4is presently attending Dakota Wesbeyn University
in Mitchell, South Dakoia, Comnde is faking Radiofogy Technology (X-Ray)
and wzahing An both hospitals in Miichell, Connie wilf graduate in
May of 1983.

Cynthia Darlene was boan December 1§, 1967 at Mitchetl, South
Dakofa. Cynthia started her schoof years at Woonsocket graduating and
geliing confinmed Zhis year 1982, Cynthia wifl start her high school
yearns this 4all in Woonsocket, She Likes sponts and working with
her 4-H antmats.

We are Living on Grandma |Anna) Larson's homestead in ELL{ott
Township, Sanborn County, South Dakoia.

wiiiten by Janet in April, 1982






Bruce LeRoy Benson and Violet Mae Frances Hunt were marrdied on January 7, 1940.
Bruce £4 the son of Many and Obie Benson and was boan June 4, 1918, Frances
was born June 14, 1920. Buuce graduated from Letcher high school in 1939 and
Frances from Chicago, 1£€8inois,

Bruce and Frances have two sons Caluin Bauce born July 23, 1942 and Byron
Obie born May 20, 1944. Calvin graduafed from ML, Vernon high Achoof in 1961
and Byron graduated #nom Mt. Veanon high schoof in 1963.

Caluin maried Mary Helen Peterson on May 20, 1967. Mary was boan November
11, 1942, Caluvin {5 directon of Fine Aris Program of Zhe Duluth, Minnesota
Schools, Calvin and Molly have Three chifdien: Anneka boan Januarny 7, 1970,
Peter Larkin born September 20, 1972 and adopted son: Jess Martin Alexander
Benson who {4 believed to be boan March 16, 1975,

Byron Obie Benson was boan May 20, 1944 and married Jeanne Thedma Eard on
April 7, 1966, Jeanne was born January 26, 1947. They have one daughter Angela
Ann Benson boan December 31, 196§. Byron and Jeanne were divorced 4in 1980.
Byron L4 a regional Dinector of Social Services.

Frances faught schoof gor many years in Sanborn County and Later in the
Mitchell anea. Bruce and Frances are £iving in Mitchell and Bruce {4 a trainer
gon the handicapped in Mifchelf,






Leonard Larson was the youngest chifd of Anna Guring Runestad and Lars Larson.
Leonard was born September 14, 19071 and was a World Gax IT veteran., Llecnard
mariied Cordelia Juna Wood who was boan July 6, 1916 and passed away after
having a stillborn son on Aprif 9, 1939,  Condelia died on April 79, 1939.

Leonard married Mrs, Muriel Thoming on June 4, 1943 and she had three daughters:
Mrs. Arthur Thielson, Mitchell, Mis. Lotraine Krutsch grom Mitchell, and Mis.
Paul Andachtor who Lives at Delmont.

Leonard passed away ewaz on October 19, 1947 at the age o4 46 years,






Algred Clarence Larson was born August 13, 1899 in ELLLoLt Township, Sanborn
County and married Agnes M. Mildenberg who was boan January 10, 1908. They
were mavidied 4in 1926, Clarence was a farmer all his Lige on the Land his
gathen homesteaded,

CLarence and Agnes had the foflowing chifdren: Marvin Lewis Larson boin
October 15, 1926, Lavern Clarence Larson boan Octobes 25, 1927, Mardion Agnes
Larson born January 10, 1929, Duane Cecif Latson boxn Augwst 20, 1933 and
passed away November 7, 1933, Dennis Lee Larson boxn Septemben 28, 19471 and
Joyce Marie Larson born April 26, 1943.

Clarence passed away on January 27, 1977 and Agnes passes away on December
10, 1972, -






BRIEF HISTORY OF MILO LARSON FAMILY

MiLo Larson was born August 6, 1897 in ELELoEtt Twonship, Sanboan County.
His parents were Lans and Anna Lanson. Mary, Levd, Milo, Clarence and Leonard
grew up on their parents homestead. They had many good times together.

Aunt Martha foved children and they Liked to go there as she knew what
they Liked to eat, especially her irce pudding as & was §illed with naisens,

Mifo and John Berg stayed at aunt Martha's and watked to parochial schook
at Victorn. On Friday they walked to Albert Bergs west of Lelcher after gour
o'clock {arom Victor School,

Milo was congirmed on December 14, 1913 in Sanboan County, South DakoZa by
Pastor Adolph Egge.

MiPo and Harniet Vickens of Mitchell, South Dakota were marrdied March 5,
1930 4in Mitchelf, South Dakota by Rev. J. S. Hoagland. They farmed north of
Stonla four years. Later moved to Davison County where they bought a farm.

They have a son Donald of Huwron, South Dakoia twoe daughters Lodis Bambeig
04 Consica, South Dakota and Mary Lou of St. Paul, Minnesola where she teaches.
Six grandchildren and one great granddaughier.

One fime when there was choin practice Mifo and Melvin Runestad changed
the buggy wheels around. The smafl wheels in Zhe back and high wheels in gront,
The young tadies were surprised but rode home in the BIG CHANGE. The gurls
were Mory Larosn, Judith Sandven and Hatiie Christopher,

Written by Hawndiet in April, 1982
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Karl Johan and Krnistine Dahle family aftern they neturned grom the
funeral of Knistine Runestad's brother Andreas Runestad’s (Lars,
and John Runestad's father's gquneral).

Back now: Martha Larns Marde
Middee row: Kard Johan Anna Knistine
Front row: Johanna QLava Charlotte 4in mother's Lap




